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Mr. Gregory Biniowsky, Executive Director

imaginelday International Organization

A message from the Executive Director

T0 ALL THOSE WHO LOVE AND SUPPORT
imaginelday:

The year 2022 has been a period of new, promising beginnings. The organization has travelled a
long, often challenging road, through EOVID, through a time of relative dormancy in Canada, and
has experienced management transitions. Now ImaginelDay has entered a new phase of renewall
and revitalization.

key element of this is that we have a new board of directors, of which almost half are

Ethiopians, a characteristic which maintains the originating spirit of our organization:
that its leadership and governance should be deeply imbued with an Ethiopian perspective. In
September of 2022, | was contracted as Executive Director, after many years working in the
non-profit sector and the international legal services sector. | was immediately attracted to the
organization because of the strong, commmitted Board of Directors and because of the amazing
leadership of our Country Director, DR. SEID AMAN. |t took just one conversation with Seid and
one Board meeting to make me realize that | had the good fortune to be in an AMAZING
organization.
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& &6 WHAT COMPLETELY CRYSTALLIZED MY BOND

=

AND INSPIRATION WAS A TRIP TO ETHIOPIA
- 1 MADE THIS PAST NOVEMBER. | DISCOVERED A
=  COUNTRY WITH DEEP ROOTS, GREAT NEEDS, BUT
E  INCREDIBLE RESILIENCE AND ENERGY TO MOVE -
FORWARD. ™

had the privilege to meet the Ethiopia operations team, brilliantly assembled and led by Seid.

The enthusiasm, energy and commitment of our ETHIOPIA team was truly contagious. | had
the chance to speak with representatives of large philanthropic foundations and multilateral
aid agencies that have used Imaginelday as the delivery agency of their education projects
in Ethiopia. All my meetings with our partner organizations delivered a clear message to me:
IMAGINEIDAY is the most efficacious, agile, and innovative education charity in Ethiopia, with the
added advantage that our team on the ground is 100% Ethiopian led!
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Gregory Biniowsky, Executive Director
...attending Lightyear leadership trraining in Ethiopiia

W’T”their vision, entrepreneurial spirit and astounding generosity, the
WILSON FAMILY created Imaginelday many years ago. This year the
day arrived when Imaginelday had to “ LEAVE HOME® and become truly autonomous,
both financially and in terms of leadership. Just as a young person must leave home

and go out into the world, so has imaginelday.

During 2023, we will be focusing on extending and deepening our fundraising efforts,
renewing some of the activities of the past, but also explore and develop new approaches.
The only constant will be our commitment to work towards an education system in Ethiopia
#REE 7ROM 7#0REIGN AID BY 2030. A daunting task? Of course. But the philosophy of
avoiding aid dependency is in the DNA 0% OUR ORGANIZATION.

The challenges are great, but so is the potential. Ethiopia is at an important moment in its
history. After two years of a brutal civil war, a ceasefire has been signed and both sides are
making efforts to avoid more bloodshed. Much has been destroyed in Northern Ethiopia,
including educational infrastructure.

The coming years will thus present an enormous need for not only continuing the amazing
educational work in rest of Ethiopia, but also ensuring that the educational infrastructure in
the war zone is rebuilt and restored as quickly as possible, so that the children in those zones
can return to the crucial process of receiving EDUCATION.

ET”’”p,A is an inspiring country and Imaginelday is a truly inspiring organization. It is an
honor and privilege for me to be associated with such an AMAZING TEAM.

131 imaginelday®
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Dr. Seid Aman, Country Director :

Imaginelday International Organization

OUR JOURNEY

OF CREATING A BRIGHTER FUTURE

AMID CHALLENGES

his year marks 15 years of our presence in Ethiopia. | am very pleased to share with

you that we have made significant progress in our work in 2022. Our effective
coordination and collaboration at all levels have enabled us to provide services to the
most VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES in five regions in
Ethiopia including: AMHARA, BENISHANGUL GUMUZ, OROMIA, SNNP, TIGRAY ond
A7AR .

2022 was also a challenging year for Imaginelday with conflicts, drought and inflation putting
hurdles in our operation. Despite the number of challenges, Imaginelday overcame to get
control of the situation through o STRONGLY COMMITTED TEAM cnd ACTIVE COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT, fortunately we have successfully completed and achieved the committed
objectives and GOALS. Indeed, it was a year enriched with learning, inspiration, knowledge
and skills in personal development as well.

Our support to communities covers the entire transformational cycle to promote resilient,
Equitable, and inclusive development and EMERGENCY PROJECTS that ensure learning
and protection happens for EVERY CHILD in need. We remain committed to preventing
and mitigating the risks of GENDER=BASED VIOLENCE (GBV) in our operations.

WITH our HOLISTIC APPROACH, we always go the distance from shifting mindset to
transforming lives by engaging everyone in the chain. Our work spans communities,

sectors, and partners to ensure SEL}=RELIANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY.
DUCATION, \cadership development, WASH (WATER ., SANITATION AND HYGIENE)

and child protection are our current pillars of intervention to address the most
pressing challenges of the communities we partner with. Through implementation
of these programs with the focus on education in five regions in ETHIOPIA, we have
impacted over half a million children and adults in 2022.

As of December 2022, imaginelday had built 123 SCHOOLS and learning centres,
enrolled over 175,000 previously out of school children, impacted over half a million
people with capacity building training and provided HIGH SCHOO0L SCHOLARSHIP for
443 students (90% GIRLS).
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Dr. Seid Aman, Country Director
..inaugurating Awucheche Awulijana primary school at the presence of Ken, imaginelday board chair person

In partnership with UNICEF, UN OCHA/EHF, SAVE THE CHILDREN. PLAN INTERNATIONAL,
ECHO AND IRC we have reached over 453, 000 conflict and drought affected children with
lifesaving intervention including education, child protection, and WASH in emergency.

In this journey, not only have we managed to giving people the tools to be great, and deliver
our work upon our promises, we have also excelled at finding a way to make happen what
others have seen as impossible.

A LLthese could not be achieved without our partners, and a team of highly motivated
and excellent people - for whom we help care and grow. Thank you all for holding
us with your extra pair of helping hands!

&6 wE DON' T HAVE T0 BE BIG ALONE TO MAKE
A DITFERENCE. WE AT imaginelday
STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT COLLABORATION BETTERS
THE WORLD. TOGETHER, WE CAN CREATE A LEGACY
THAT WILL LIVE ON! LOOKING 70RWARD TO ANOTHER
SUCCESSHIL YEAR.™
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Imeagineilcday internaticnal ergenizeticon

is non-profit organization that was established in 2007 by WILSON* S #AMILY
(CHIP AND SUMMER). Through facilitation and provision of better access to
EDUCATION, imaginelday is transforming generations to come.

ducation, transformational leadership training, WASH and emergency assistance

are pillars of imaginelday’s operations in Ethiopia. It has been implementing its
projects in OROMIA, TIGRAY, SNNP, AMHARA, BENISHANGUL GUMUZ AND
AFAR REGION.

I has established 946 partner schools with 123 schools buildings/learning centers built
by it from the ground up. Over 140, 000 Previously Out of School children (POSC)
are enrolled, over 370, 000 children reached with education in emergency and
protection services and over half a
million people are impacted through its
education and transformational

LEADERSHIP TRAINING.

Imaginelday has been gender sensitive

and inclusive with every project it has been

implementing via its A HOLISTIC APPROACH

(school structure construction, school supplies

provision, water point construction both for

schools and for the community, capacity building

training at all level, protection services as well as

foundational and employability life skill trainings). /
wareness creation about GIRLS" education R
and children with disability, creating girls

friendly school environment, providing high school SCHOLARSHIP (for 80% #EMALE

AND 20 MALE STUDENTS) with its 'Educate A Girl’ project. This has created a

school environment considerate to children with DISABILITIES as well as provid-

ing them respective kits making its projects gender sensitive and inclusive.

EXCLUSIVELY IN ETHIOPIA
A~
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OUR PRESENCE ON FIELD
ADDIS ABEBLA

COUNTRY OFFICE
Bole Sub-City, Woreds OS5, Kebele 24, BL_03_765 Street,
Near by Blue Sky Hotel,
Tele: +251114 673 107 / +251 118 697 258 | Fox: +251 114 673 107 | P.O.Box: 170910,

Steadily but surely, our organization is proving successful through a variety of
achievements. In the past few years, it has been twice recognized as top ten innovative
charity for its best practices of reading corner and income generation approach. Early
Grade Reading Assessment conducted by ministry of educationin collaboration withUSAID <3
in 2010, showed that 34% of Ethiopian grade two completed students are none-readers . “

W TIeRAY JROMA

CONTACT US CONTACT US
Mekelle, Kebele 14 near Hatsey
Yohannes Hotel, Fana Building
Phone +251 34 440 4933

B
e . e

Hawasa, Abraham Yimer Building
1*tfloor, Phone +251 46 221 7412 CONTACT US
Metekel, Phone +251 91 322 3255

JAIMITATRIA) MEAR

CONTACT US CONTACT US
Bahir dar Kebele 13 ,Mulu Belew Building, Semera, PHONE +251 91 214 2181

3™ floor , Office 13 Around old Depot .
I:H imaginelday”

Adama, Nearby Goro secondary
school, Phone +251 22 211 9714

and with standard of reading at 60 words per-minute whereas imaginelday school
Y students read 150 words per minute.
A

Around 1, 000, 000USD

income is generated by
the schools it has been
partnering.

Phone +251 58 320 5291




WITHﬂlLT EDI.LCATMN there's limited

knowledge of basic health and hygiene.
Without education earning potential is low
and personal survival becomes a priority
over helping one’'s community.
And without education the opportunities to
have a voice and become a leader are few
and far between.
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A EAMILY EMPOWERED
AGAINST CONSEQUENCES OF
ILLITERACY

L don't want my kids to live all the same life | have been living as a result of illiteracy. My

parents gave me for arranged marriage of a man who has a wife and three children.
My husband has only one hectare land to raise all the 20 kids he got from myself and his
other wife (12 kids from me and 8 from her). Things even worsen following his death nine
months ago.

Four of my kids would have dropped out if not for imaginelday as | do not afford
their school supplies,” says Seada Hussien, 43 years old mother of 12 in Weltei
Chefa community.

SEADA got to know about imaginelday’s intervention in Weltei Chefa primary school
during her attendance in the coffee conversation initiated by imaginelday.

Seada says, “We meet every two weeks and the leader of the coffee conversation is
the SCHOOL PRINCIPAL. We discuss on lots of issues related to education and it has

AR ERR. TR changed us all for good. If you take me, | wasn't
' fair in sharing at home responsibilities among
my children.

It was always the girls who helped me with the
daily chores while the boys did whatever they
want. But now both the boys and the girls have
equal time to study. | don't just leave my kids
giving them time to study, | rather follow how
they are doing in their education coming to

the school. | thank EAC and imaginelday for

EMPOWERING ME:

Zekira Abdella is one of Seada’s six children
who are attending their education in Weltei
Chefa school. She is gender club member grade seven student. She is very grateful to

EDUCATE A CHILD (EAC)and imaginelday for their SUPPORT.

L y only option was early marriage if imaginelday hadn't come to our school as my

mom can not afford my school expense. A part from the scholastic material provi-
sion, | am also able to be in school without ABSENCE DURING MY MENSTRUATION cs | got
sanitary pad and soap every month. My mom also encourages me a lot after she started
to attend the COFFEE CONVERSATION. She gives me adequate time for study unlike her
early experience. | want to make her proud being a doctor as her wish,” says Zekira pas-
sionately.

ﬁ imaginelday
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. 5 COEEEE CONVERSATION:COME CHAT,
oot oGt human beings - 7  ASK QUESTIONS AND SHARE IDEAS
= A TO MAKE DIFFERENCE!

Coffee drinking is fundamental to social life in ETHIOPIA. Particularly

it plays pivotal role in building group solidarity as protection against

the hardships people face in their daily lives. The ceremony in which
coffee is prepared and served, works to establish deepen and anchor social connections
as an index of hospitality to mark occasions of all kind.

INFINITE POSSIBILITY

We create at least three possibilities for every challenge

INTEGRITY

We do what we say we will do, when we say we will do it and if we don't do it,

we immediately clean up the mess we have created with all parties
CGpitolizing indigenous knowledge and local structures to bring about behavioral change

VALUE EXCHANGE - = throughout the community has always been a core to imaginelday’s successful intervention
Our partners want to work with us again Py -l strategies.

OPEN COMMUNICATION : -. . - Coffee Conversation is one of these strategies. It is an informally structured school-based
We leave nothing left unsaid and the power is in the listening . T program chaired by varied representatives, usually encompassing religious leaders, community

el " " " elders, PTAS and women's representatives; facilitating parent events using interactive
SUSTAINABILITY el strategies to raise and discuss different matters. Itis a regular program that happens weekly,

Diminishing inputs are required to generate increasing outputs while protecting Se - . twice-a month or on monthly basis depending on the nature of the topic. Imaginelday first
the environment - <Mbarked using coffee conversation in 2014 for its BOOSCI project of EAC aimed at Out of

- School Children enrollment.

EQUALITY e Sl < Strengthening school - community relation
She is my sister, he is my brother, we are equal - ' M = Awareness creation and behavioral change on varied issues of both development and

emergency projects.
EFUN & W’ = Out of School Children(00SC) enroliment and retention
Our smiles grow wider as we're stuffed full of honey and local brew. With the - = & Quality education
runs being o foregone conclusion (joke from Ethiopia) o - = Community contribution

& School income generation activity

& School leadership and management

% Covid vaccine resistance, are some of the topics discussed via COFEEE conversation and
resulted with pragmatic changes of developing a range of skills among students that build
resilience, and strengthening partnerships with communities.

A HOLISTIC APPROACH

@ SCHOOL

CETRIBC TION

&

Notable results of the COFIFEE CONVERSATION
are: over 37, 000 00SC enrolled, increased
attendance, improved GPA, the schools'’
self-reliance, behavioral change towards
girls’ education, reduced harmful traditional

MONITORING. EYALBATWON,
MEMUTABILITY, REPDRTINE
AND LEARMINE MEARL |

EHLLD PROTECTIWOM 1

GENDER B&!ﬁ}mm practices, protection services and above all
— — 3 g %\ behoworol change towards covid vaccine
ACTIVITY{LEA) S04, T58 j@ e resistance.

Itis a cost-effective strategy of reaching many
people at a time and it is a best way of ensuring
sustainability even after projects phaseout
makes coffee conversation preferable.

The bi-annual and mid-year monitoring and evaluation conducted in intervention areas after
project phaseout is a way of making sure the coffee conversation is going in a same manner if

not in better WAY.

LEYEEAF LN

LEADERSHIP
TECARILBGIES

hy DEYELDPFMENT
INCLUSIVE
TEe £ LEACHIND @
o

SCAOOL # CEEMUNITY
WA on LEADERS TRAINLISE




22 SCHOOLS wiru

GBCIVASSIROOMS]
ARE CONSTRUCTED

a3, B54 E[UE)[HW[UE?@
ARE PROVIDED TO
LEARNING CENTERS

288792 REORIE

ARE DIRECTLY

IMPACTED WITH
COFFEE CONVERSATION

-
6,000+ STUDENTS
REACHEDRW/ITiH]
SCHOCIMEEEDING,
SERVICE

12 WATER SCHEMES
BUILY

SUSRTEMRORARYY
SEEELS & 164
TENTS ARE
CONSTRUCTED

o
i

10 LIBRARIES
ARE CONSTRUCTED

P

8 LABORATORY

ROOYS ARE
CONSTRUCTED

51, l4l CHILDREN
ARENENRUIIED

IYIFATRINE]
WiTH 822 PIUS
ARE CONSTRUCTED

A
L

128, 780 CLILLEREN
ARE PROVIDED
SCHOLASTIC
MATERIALS

89 SCHOOLS WITH
346 LEARNING
CLASSROOMS ARE
RENOVATEDS

I,

ARE GIVEN CARPACITY
BUILDILIE TRALICE

o @

30, 217 CHILDREN
REACHEDRWIIiT{H!
MULTI-SECTORAL
SERV/ICES]

2,104 CHILDREN
UASE CASE CLUSED

10, 320 SURVIVORS
REACHED WITH GBV
REFERRAL SERVICES

20, 802 CHILDREN
REACHED T
ERRNING

2022 KEY RESULTS

X
=

16, 118 0VC
SURRORIED

1,698 CHILDREN
UMIBER ALTERIATIVE

CARE ARRANGENELNTS

219, 614 CHILDREN
REACHED WITH 6BV
AWARENESS CREATION
& RISK MITIGATION

CWD = Children With Disability
MHPSS= Mental Health and Psychosocial Support

Sl m e oy SRS

OVC = - Orphans and Vulnerable Children
UASC= Unaccompanied and Separated Children

dlle R N_mmwmﬁmf i il
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3, 334 CHILDREN
REUNIIEIEDRW]IiT{H!
HEIREEAIMIIA
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¢

G2INCWID

SUPPORTED

{5

222,990 CHILDREN
REACHED WITH
MHPSS

&

10,731 PEOPLE
(CER{IEIEDAW/ITIH]
PARENTING SKILL EDUCATION




EDUCATION AS A MEANS TO END
UNFORTUNATE CONSEQUENCES OF

CONFLICT AND DISPLACEMENT

Al The agony of seeing my dad brutally killed in front of me had been the only thing occupied

my mind for the last two years, up until imaginelday’s Accelerated Learning Program
(ALP) come into my life,” says ELENESH MAMU nine years of age attending ALP program in
Mambuk IDP site.

Elenesh was born and raised in Dangur community.
She has three sisters and a brother. She was

~i" displace from her birthplace following the conflict between
Gumuz and Amhara when SHE WAS ONLY SIX. She was
too YOUNG to manage the unfortunate consequences of the
conflict. Witnessing the killing of people including her dad
was the toughest experience on her journey of

; displacement.

E lenesh says, “l used to have nightmares and fears of meeting new people for so long
after our displacement. Losing my family while running for my life during the displacement,
| had fear of being without my family. | was even resisting going to school the very first time
the ALP program started.”

The ALP program changed Elenesh’s life for good - she is freed of her trauma with the help
of the PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT, which is part of the ALP program. Elenesh isn't just

= "RE NOT CHARITY AS USUAL.
= WE = < 3 comfortable being in crowd, she rather is able to make friends in her SCHOOL.

3 "RE CHARITY AS UNUSUAL. ' ' ' nootmore |
w E . “I am happier than anytime else in my life and | like going to school more than anything.
. : - i B E c A u s E T “ l s I s " ? T c " A R ITY AT A LL . I am actively participate in class and | feel proud when my teachers tell my fellow stu-

dents to be clever like myself. | thank imaginelday for creating the education opportunity =

- ’ and for providing us scholastic materials,” says beaming Elenesh. :

e I I s A " I NVE s I M E N I i '_ Tigist Minale, social worker in Mambuk IDP site says, “Elenesh used to cry and feel
. I " T " E F u T " R E : _' in-secured while | first met her. She gets better and better as the time goes by right

e : MATHEMATICS is Elenesh'’s favorite subject for she finds it simple to understand compared

after | have started giving her psychosocial support. Now she is an outstanding student
in her class. She is very active and disciplined student. | couldn't be more grateful to imaginelday
8 ¥ o e Bl ] B LT W TP O SRR |- A 1ad s : to the rest subjects.

for enabling me support my community to my level best.”
S al

J-J
ZZnm

“l have witnessed many people dying out of lack of health service during the
displacement. | want to be a doctor so that | can save lives and protect children
from being ORPHANS,” says Elenesh.

ﬁ imao q inelday
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O0STA EOUNDATION has been partnering

with imaginelday in creating access to quality
equitable education for children in the coffee
growing communities of SNNP and Oromia
region since 2017. It works both on new school
construction and expansion projects.

Its intervention in ADAME COMMUNITY is different.
It has built both primary and high school. In two
phases of investment, Costa Foundation with its
partners has created a full access to quality primary
education in ADAME YIRGACHEHE community at the very
beginning in 2011

In 2013, the school was expanded to serve at
full capacity. It has also received standard
GENDER-SEGREGATED SANITATION, HANDWASH,
SHOWER, AND WATER ?PACILITIES. In these two
phases, Costa Foundation has built five learning
blocks consisting a total of 18 CLASSROOMS and
fully furnished the facilities including furniture
for the classrooms and library. In addition, all

the required reference books, wall paintings, sport
and mini-media materials, farm tools, a generator
and first aid kit were supplied to the school to help
the teaching- learning effectiveness.

his development in Adame resulted in a demand

for secondary education, as many children are
already able to complete their primary education.
However, students from Adame and three other
nearby feeder primary schools who completed Grade
8 were forced to travel to Yirgachefe town, which
is located at an average distance of 9 km radius

from these pB’MABy scyoﬂl.s

Due to high poverty level, a significant number of
students are forced to quit their education as their
parents cannot afford the rent of accommodations
in a different town and are unable to pay for
educational expenses and transportation costs to

send their children to ”’6” sCHooLs.

he expansion of Adame primary school to a high
school have increased high school enrolment and
completion, decreased dropout rate and created

ey = -
. L

an opportunity for higher education, particularly for
femole students since it have reduced their

vulnerability to harassment as they live far from
their families.

The high school project involves the construction
of two blocks with four classrooms each and one
multipurpose block of four rooms including a library,
two laboratory rooms and staff room.

The project will also fully furnish the classrooms, li-
brary, laboratory, and staff rooms along with en-
suring the provision of learning support materials,
reference books, and school club leaders and

TEACHERS TRAINING.

dame Yirgachefe high school is warmly inaugurated
as the100thschool of Costa Foundation on 22nd
January 2022 at the presence of the community,
varied government officials and country director of

imaginelday.




his is my first training in my entire life
that has enabled me to empower

irls. | couldnt be more grateful to
COSTA FﬂqlLNDATMN and Blueprint for giving
me the opportunity to be part of this cause in
Dimtu community, where girls are belittled as
if they are invaluable,” says Ayantu Adola grade

11 student in DIMTU HAMBELLA high school.

AYANTU is 6th child of her family, she has 15
siblings (8 brothers and 6 sisters). Her parents,
unlike most of the DIMTU COMMU—N;)TY are
committed enough to send all their children to
school and to play their parental role. Ayantu is
among few outstanding female students in her
icz ol She ranked Sth out of 86 students in her

Ayantu says, ‘| feel lucky to have supportive
parents like my dad and my mom. They both
advise me and my siblings to give priority to our
education. They believe In gender equality and

they treat us all EQUALLY.

They share responsibilities between the girls
and the boys so that me and my sisters do not
left behind being busy with the daily routines at
home. | have one older sister and she is a lawyer
she is my role model to look up to. | want to be a
role model to my younger sisters and girls in my
community.”

Ayantu started participating in gender club
while she was in primary school with the
thought to be more than just a disciplined clever

student, and AGAINST GIRLS INEQUALITY in

her community.

- "It has always been MY DREAM to fight the bleak
_ situation for girls and women in my community.
~"As a gender club member, | have been working on
raising girls and community awareness on girls
education, early marriage, menstrual hygiene
management and harmful traditional practices.

ENDING GIRLS BATTLE TO STAY IN

SCHOOL

Lack of sanitary pad was one of the major
challenges that has been deterring girls
education. | am happy | got the training that
will end this problem soon. | am really looking
forward to train more girls and boys in my
school as it is training of trainers. The fact that
the sanitary pad we are trained to produce is
reusable will maximize the impact.”

AYANTU had no experience of tailoring clothe
nor exposure to the toiloring machines before
she got the training. It didn't take her long to
learn the skills of reusable sanitary pad
production though.

Woynishet Guangul, Woynishet and Friends
Garment PLC, General Manager and trainer
says, “Ayantu is one of six trainees (four
students and two teachers) from Dimtu Hambella
high school.

She is a QUICK LEARNER, she was a curious
and active participant throughout the training.
| have been giving the training for many years
but | never come across a single person as
passionate as Ayantu. | believe she will deliver
it to the rest of her fellow students better than
me.

Ayantu wants to disprove the wrong belief in
her community that girls can't be as successful
as boys.

‘I want to be university lecturer in Geography
to show that girls can be anything they want
to be. What is more,| want to show little girls
that they don't have to settle for anything less
than they deserve. Thanks to programs like this
training | am optimistic that | will realize this
dream of mine,” says Ayantu firmly.




~_ DEHAB'S JOURNEY FROM BEING CHILD-BRIDE o
_ Lo = GIRLS' RIGHT ADVOCATE
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: N T " .= THE TOXIC MARRIAGE | was dragged in unknowingly while | was only 13 years of age wouldn’t s,

: ' TE R B g e T 1 T YL VRN e = ... have ended, if it wasn't for imaginelday. Thanks to imaginelday and EAC I am backtothe right i

' RN i T I T track and | am confidently attending my educa- : e, :.:
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: my fellow female students in my school. The fact L g —

. that Imaginelday has strengthened the GENDER : b & 3 .- rﬁ

CLUB in my school is a huge opportunity for me : ' : — . :

;1__: to empower girls not to make the same mistake | -
s I have and give priority to their education,” says - e
B Dehab Kidu, 14 years of age grade 6th student in o .

nmﬂglaryschool , Oromia, Ethiopia. ) _“_':_;
= s displaced from Ethiopian Soma-  got the chance to <
= li region she was born and raised in following  figure out how to end her early marriage ™=

- - the conflict between Somali and Oromia. She  with her and her parents and we did it in>'",

- . .. was displaced with her mom, as her father was just three months,” says Abebayehu Beji- " ™

FL”" " - soldier who was serving in the conflict. She now ga 52 year old gender club leader in Meliyu - -

is living with her mom, her step father and her  Primary school firmly. .

younger two brothers. Both her mom and her

< - step dad are so very supportive of her educa- THE GE"DER CLUB.s Meliyu school .=

. tion. has 60 members who meet every two weeks —

= - However, she was trapped by theloveofan8th  to discuss on Menstrual Health Manage-- . e

sl - T =~ grade dropout soldier in her neighborhood. ment (MHM), girls education, and related . =

; ik 1T TRy 1 T Y g i 1] Ry G | e topics. e
M i bt B [ s o U R RULEEE &L oo Dehabsays, “l was too young to manage love gheng
¢ i.* ! i MR R L ; ol _._f','_* i and | used to believe whatever my ex-hus- In only the 2022/23 academic year three girls ™

st band tells me, | was easily convinced to marry  are back to school from early marriage with
FOI’ one we want to pUt ourselves out of business. ﬂ him. But things weren’t as he had promised me the endeavor of the gender club. Dehab has

Yes, you read that right. When we achieve our goalour job _==""" ight after our marriage. He didn"t want meto  been actively engaging in the gender club in

E=_  will be done. Contrasting some traditional solutions —=""" be in school anymore, he was jealous, and he  creating awareness from her own experience

s N - : - . ¥%='- ° wasn't honest with me about everything. He  and in empowering girls being a role model - -
R to poverty and social inequity, our approach is ~=——=_ finally started to come home late being drunk herself. -
= to work directly on the ground with partners —=".'. andbeatsme everysingle day I ran away to my i

~ family's place.” “lamnot confined to the genderclub, | active- -~

ly participate in the CHILDREN PARLIAMENT

L ]

at the government and community level to transform

i their leadership and help get the job done. .:, b " Dehab didn’t drop out of school despite suffer- in the district and varied meetings organized
That means we don’t just build schools, we create | ﬁu'L ing from the early MARRIAGE for the gender  atdifferent levelto empower girls. i
gy . 5 . D S . == __club in her school had been strictly working to e
quality education in a holistic way through innovative “— - keep her in the school against all the odds. “I  The fact that | share my real life experience

e - thinking and a commitment to accountability. :E used to check on her and advise her day and  has helped me a lot to change many girls for

= It means we focus on creating community ownership F—'r -.night so that she still give priority to her ED=  good. Mathematics is my favorite subjectand ° ~
S ~ . UCATION. SRR o SN TR

and making everything we do sustainable. e : ’ 5
o . _-;'"':' he opened her eyes and understood that 7 i
=5 We encourage .people to .set audacious 900'5 —"'5_'?# her decision wasn’t right following his G

and then equip them with the tools to see --F= '~ abuse. In no time after he got her parents X

T - . . . 7 " *consent via community elders per the tra-
= their best possible future become a reality. ““5. _ dition. Even though I failed T0 SAVE HER o
. e RELATIONSHIP FROM BEING OFFICIAL y =
g =k MARRIAGE | was so happy she finally under- \

stood her marriage wasn’t right. This time |

$ imaginelday”™ - y
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. 'WE ARE UNAPOLOGETIC ABOUT THINKING BIG (LIKE REALLY BIG)
AND CHANGING THE FACE OF CHARITY FOREVER.
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A TIGRIAN STAR RISING TO FAME
CAPITALIZING HER SUCCESS FOR 600D
CAUSE OF HUMANITARIAN AID

"Nothing can be as pitiful as seeing children suffering from unfortunate consequences
of conflict, which aren’t their fault. | can’t change this reality for them, it is what it is
and DONATING about 4, 700USD as a startup is the least | can do. | really am grateful
to UNICEF and imaginelday for helping out the people in need and for giving me
the opportunity to contribute my share,” says athlete Letesenbet Gldey. 24 year
old world’s fastest time holder of marathon, rising from Samre village in Tigray,
Northern Ethiopia.

LE T E s E N B E GIDEY is one of the athletes
who flew to Tigray on 10th
January 2023 with delegation of Tigray Region Athletes
Lk~ led by Ethiopian Athletics Federation Commissioner (EAF)
o Commander athlete Derartu Tulu following the

ceasefire deal signed on the 2nd of November 2022.

., Letesenbet says, “It is difficult to explain what it has been
"+ like being unable to go to your home town for two solid
years despite being in a same country, as a result of the
crisis. Seeing your family whom you cannot talk to, send

Letesenbet at 70kare IDP site

money or help them while they are sick after all this time was very E M UT IO"-
Al-- We were all shedding tears of joy while we first met, | can say it is like a rebirth.

““THE JOY OF RECONNECTING WITH OUR FAMILY HAS BEEN MIXED WITH TRAGEDY FOR
SOME OF US.™ By age 24, Letesenbet is already a winner of 2 gold and silver medal of
cross-country, GOLD AND SILVER MEDAL OF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, bronze medal
of Olympic. What is more, she is 5000M, 10, 000M, 15KM AND 21KM WORLD RECORD
champion and world’s fastest time holder of MA RAT“U".

When she’s not at practice or with her family, Letesenbet wants to make philanthropy
her prime focus. Partnering with a humanitarian organization is the 2019 DOHA, Silver

medalist first experience.

“1 have been supporting people in need in my own ways. | have DONATED 400KETB for
Tigray and Ethiopian Defense Force (EDF) athletes. It is my dream to support church
and SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION. Starting partnership with imaginelday by supporting 70
kare IDP’s in Tigray is a half way to this dream of mine. It feels special to put smile on
those kids face. | once again thank imaginelday and UNICEF for enabling me put my
legacy on such kind of life changing i
intervention,” says Letesenbet e A

gratefully.

LETESENBET GIDEY doesn’t just
top the list of successful athletes
of our world, she is becoming a
superhero for her charitable work.
She also kept a promise to keep
up partnering with imaginelday in
the future.
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WE ARE THE FIRST TO DO FIRSTS.

INNDVATIVE
LEADERS

YOUR CREATIVITY IS THE SPARK OF
OUR FUNDRAISING MODEL.
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ing to ENABLE ME SUCCEED IN MY EDUCA-

LATIEA'S FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH

COMPUTERS

Al touched and felt a computer for the first time on 7th December, 2022 during
the ten days training imaginelday has given myself and 63 girls from 38 pri-

mary schools in Oromia,” says LATIFA ABDULHAKIM 15 years of age grade 8
student at Artist HACHALU HUNDESSA PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Imaginelday has been implementing the ‘My Home’ project since September 2022
with a donation from UNICEF. The project integrates education in emergency, child
protection and life skill components. Ten days training of basic ICT skills for 100 girls
from 60 schools in Oromia and SNNPR (38 schools in Oromia and 22 schools in SNN-
PR) is part of the life skill component.

Latifa says, “The fact that the training is practical makes it different from

the trainings | have attended so far. | found it quit interesting and it has cre-
ated a deep urge to know more inside me. We don’t usually see female students
pioneering in ICT. This perpetuates misconceptions of women as uninterested or

incapable in the area. THE TRAINING HAS ENABLED US TO PROVE THESE MIS-
CONCEPTIONS WRONG.”

T he training is very effective for it is participatory and trainees.

Latifa is an outstanding student in her school. She stood first from her whole sec-
tion. Her farmer parents are so much

supportive of Latifa and her eight sib-

lings.

411 couldn’t thank my parents enough F

for everything they have been do-

TION. Their effort has started to pay
off, | am picked to get the trainings | am
an outstanding student. The training is

- very helpful as we will be joining high
* school next year. What is more, a part
:_ from the knowledge | have gained from the training, | am inspired to study hard

and even do better. imaginelday has also provided us sanitary pad and soap. |
want to thank imaginelday and UNICEF for all the support,” says Latifa grate-

=~ fully.

 Latifa’s favorite subject is English and she wants to be a journalist while she

e EDUCATION
[ J







IMPACT AT THE AGE OF 16
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946

PARTNER SCHOOLS INCLUDING

123 SCHOOLS
BUILT BY US FROM THE GROUND UP

-

553,243

PEOPLE IMPACTED BY CAPACITY
BUILDING TRAINING

WATER POINTS
BUILT

453, 000+ CHILDREN

ACCESSED EDUCATION IN EMERGENCY
AND CHILD PROTECTION SERVICES

VR

175, 000+

PREVIOUSLY OUT-0F-SCHOOL
CHILDREN ENROLLED IN
COLLABORATION WITH

EAA/EAC

443

HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

ACTIVE SCHOOL

CLUBS

150, 000+
BOOKS SUPPLIED

EMPOWERING PARENTS PLAY THEIR ROLE
BEYOND SENDING CHILDREN TO SCHOOL

“l used to be late and absent from school to serve my family with the daily chores - it was
me who fetch water, clean the house, look after the farm and my younger siblings. | wasn’t
curious to go to school as the class wasn’t as attractive as the one imaginelday is giving
us now,” Says Kasech Gelgelo 10 years old Accelerated Primary Learning Program (APLP)
student at Komola IDP site.

Neither of Kasech’s paretns were committed to send her to school nor was she was con-
cerned about her EDUCATION seven months ago before she was displaced from Tishmale
community due to the ethnic conflict between ol
Konso and Ale.

programs of imaginelday changed Kasech's parent’s
attitude about supporting Kasech’s education and
playful children friendly environment in the school

uplifted Kasech'’s attention for SC“UD I-I" G-

Kasech says, “There wasn’t song, picture, puzzle j

and story while | had been attending grade one =&

for two months before we displaced. The class &

was tiresome and we didn’t even have seats that

we were attending class sitting on dusty ground.

But now, we are provided seats, bag, exercise book, pen and pencil. Our class is embel-
lished with pictures, alphabets, and we have sport cloths and ball to play with. | am eager
to come to school and my parents have minimized my burden at home. They encourage me
to focus on my education.”

“KASECH is the most punctu-

al student in my class she has nev-
er been absent. She is very active,
she can write the alphabets and her
name. Her growth is noticeable - she
has been evolving every single day.
She frequently asks questions as she
is keen to know new things.

x The supplementary teaching aids have
' contributed a lot in boosting the stu-
dents attention for their education.

Ithank UNICEF and imaginelday for
creating conducive school environ-
ment that enabled us deliver quality
education,” Says Gesese Geyola

KASECH’S TEACHER.
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